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July 9, 2008
MEDIA STATEMENT
In response to the release today of Cal Fire’s reports on the October 2007 wildfires, San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E) issued the following statement:

“Cal Fire announced last November that power lines were involved in some of the October wildfires, so today’s findings by the agency are not a surprise.  We have been cooperating with Cal Fire in its investigation over the past nine months.
“Contrary to claims made by plaintiffs' attorneys, government reports, including the one issued by Cal Fire today, are not admissible in a court of law as evidence of liability.
“It’s clear that, with or without power lines, we live in a very fire-prone region.  Gov. Schwarzenegger declared last weekend that fire season is now a year-round situation in California, as evidenced by the current devastating wildfires that have destroyed more than 650,000 acres across the state.

“The extreme weather last October – especially the hurricane-force Santa Ana winds – was a major factor in the fires and in the damage to our facilities, which Cal Fire investigators have said became ignition points for three of the fires.

“In addition to the weather conditions, a number of other factors contributed to the damage wrought by the October wildfires.  Many, including the San Diego County Civil Grand Jury, have questioned the adequacy, timeliness and coordination of fire-fighting resources among agencies at the local, state and federal levels – or whether governments and agencies could have done more to control or prevent the fires and protect public safety.

“SDG&E strives to maintain and operate our system safely.  No electrical power system can be protected 100 percent from the kind of severe weather conditions we experienced last fall.  That said, we’re committed to looking at what else can be done to make electrical systems safer in firestorm conditions and currently are taking the following actions:

· Replacing wood poles with steel poles, increasing the distance between the power lines and using heavier wire on the transmission system in rural communities;
· Expanding aerial inspections of our distribution and transmission lines and using new equipment, including high-resolution cameras, to make inspections even more precise;
· Changing operational procedures during hot, dry weather to disable electrical switches that are designed to re-energize the power lines automatically after an outage.  Instead, we’ll restore power only after we’ve visually inspected the line and determined it is safe to do so;
· Continuing partnerships with fire agencies including the Greater San Diego Fire Safe Council, the Border Agency Fire Council, and Forest Area Safety Taskforce.” 
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